2005/OCT/25/TUE 06:39 PM SRAM CORPORATION FAX No. 3126648826 P. 003 


Serial No. 10/707,157 


Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

* 

* 

Listing of Claims: 

* ■ 

* » 

1 . (currently amended) An axle assembly for mounting a wheel hub to a vehicle 
frame comprising: 

^ * 

a tubular body having first and second ends mountable to the vehicle frame, eae 
e£the first and second ends configured to be radially deformable to secure the tubular 
body to the vehicle frame, the tubular body including an open-ended slot disposed at each 
of the first and second -ends of the tubular body; 

a lever actuator; and 

♦ 

a follower assembly including a first expander element disposed proxixaate one of 
the first and second ends of the tubular body and a second expander element disposed 
proximate the other of the first and second ends of the tubular body, the first and second 
. . expander-elements axiaUv..disnlaceable relative to the.tubular body in re^nsejo. . 
pivoting of the lever actuator, the first and second expander elements follower assembly 
configured to radially deform ene-ef the first and second ends of the tubular body in 

i 

response to displacement of the follower assembly by the lever actuator. 

2. (original) The axle assembly of claim 1, wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body. 


3. (currently amended) The axle assembly of claim 1, wherein the lever actuator 
comprises a cam configured to axially displace the follower assembly in response to 
pivoting of the lever actuator; and the follow e r as s embly compris e s a first e xponder 

* * 

e l e ment dispooed proximato ono - of th e first and second ends of the tubular body ; the first 
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expander element shaped to radially deform one of the first and second ends of the 
tubular body in response to axial displacement of the follower assembly by the cam. 

♦ 

4. (original) The axle assembly of claim 3 , wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body. ' 

* * 

5. (original) The axle assembly of claim 4, wherein the first expander element is 

• . wedge-shaped, 

6. (original) The axle assembly of claim 3, wherein the follower assembly further 
comprises a barrel rotatably received by the lever actuator, the barrel eccentrically 
disposed within the iever actuator such that the cam axially displaces the follower 
assembly ih response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 

■ 

7. (original) The axle assembly of claim 6, further comprising a first spring 
disposed between the tubular body and the first expander element, the spring configured 

to bias the first ^pander^lement-awayfiom.thelubularbody. .. 7 

* ■ * ■ ♦ 

8. (original) The axle assembly of claim 7, wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 

■ * • 

body. 

■ 

* 

9. (original) The axle assembly of claim 3, wherein the follower assembly further . 

comprises a linking member operably connecting the cam to the first expander element 

<* 

m * ■ * 

*' " * ' •» p *■•«••»»■ • ••■••»-*.*••• ... mm*m ti . •*•,<•.. ■•«••»**«•■ •« t m «... .... ,.. . *.....„,. • • • »t i w t « * ...» ... ■ « . * • <m 

10. (original) The axle assembly of claim 9, wherein the follower assembly 
further comprises a barrel rotatably received by the lever actuator, the barrel eccentrically 

• disposed within the lever actuator so as to axially displace the follower assembly in 
response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 
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■ • 

1 L (original) The axle assembly of claim 10 further comprising a first spring 
disposed between the tubular body and the first expander element, the spring configured 
to bias the first expander element away from the tubular body. 

12. (original) The axle assembly of claim 1 1, wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 

• * 

body. 

■ 

a 

* 

13. (currently amended) The axle assembly of claim 9 ? wherein tho other of the 
first and s e cond ends of tho tubular body is ooxxfigurod to be radially d e formablo to occu re 
th e tubular body to th e v e hicl e framo; and the follower assembly furth e r comprises a 
s e cond expander elem e nt dispos o d pr oximate th e oth e r of the first and s e cond onds of tho 

» ■ 

tubular body, the second expander element opposably displaceable relative to the first - 
expander element and shaped to radially deform the other of the first and second ends of 
the tubular body in response to axial displacement of the follower assembly by the cam*- 

14. (original) The axle assembly of claim 13, wherein the follower assembly 

■ 

foiiher comprises a barrel rotatably. received by the lever actuator, the barrel ec<^trically 
disposed within the lever actuator so as to axially displace the follower assembly in 

% » 

response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 

< 

* 

15; (original) The axle assembly of claim 14 further comprising a second spring 
disposed between the tubular body and the second expander element, the second spring 
configured to bias the second expander element away from the.tubular body. 

■ 

a- 

■ 

16. (original) The axle assembly of claim 1 5, wherein the tubular body includes a 

■* ••«•«*,«■: mm at »•>• m a% a tmi »W * aai.aata.^ «*-H « a... w I Bl « I U >* a-^ * , ■■<■ ■•«•■ f Baam ( ■ M a> a • ■ - aa a • —a.. a*. * . * . aaiaa a a . a aa> . ,» m a ■■ a a* . m .N , _ „ a aa • * 

plurality of open-ended slots disposed at the other of the first and second ends of the 
tubular body. 


• « a * 


« a ■ 


17. (original) The axle assembly of claim 16, wherein the tubular body further 
includes an extension tab protruding from one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
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« • * 

* 

- 

body, the extension tab disposed proximate the lever actuator so as to be engageable 
thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of a first and second direction. 

• • • 

18. (original) The axle assembly of claim 8, wherein the tubular body further 

♦ 

includes an extension tab protruding from one of the first and second ends of the tabular 

• • ♦ • 

body, the extension tab disposed proximate the lever actuator so as to be engageable 

■ 

thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of the first and second direction, 

19. (original) The axle assembly of claim 12, wherein the tubular body further 

■ * 

includes an extension tab protruding from one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body, the extension tab disposed proximate the lever actuator so as to be engageable 
thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of a first and second direction. 

. .20. (new) An axle assembly for mounting a wheel hub to a vehicle frame 

■ 

comprising: . • 

a tubular body having first and second ends mountable to the vehicle frame, one 

' ... 

- of the first -and-second^nds.configuredJ:o. be xadiaUy deformable. to. secure, the tubular 

body to the vehicle frame, the tubular body including an open-ended slot disposed at one 
of the first and second ends of the tubular body; 
a lever actuator; 

a follower assembly including a first expander element disposed proximate one of 
the first and second ends of the tubular body and axially displaceable relative to the 
tubular body in response to pivoting of the lever actuator, the first expander element 
configured to radially deform one of the first and second ends of the tubular body in 
- respoj&selojdisplacem^ _ „ 

a first spring configured to resist displacement of the first expander element by 
the lever actuator 

■ 

» 

p 

V 

- 
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21. (new) The axle assembly of claim 20, wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body. 

■ 

22. (new) The axle assembly of claim 20, wherein the lever actuator comprises a 
cam configured to axially displace the follower assembly in response to pivoting of the 
lever actuator, the first expander element shaped to radially deform one of the first and 
second ends of the tubular body in response to axial displacement of the follower 
assembly by the cam. 


: 


23. (new) The axle assembly of claim 22, wherein the tubular body includes a 

■ 

plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body. 

24. (new) The axle assembly of claim 20, wherein the first expander element is ■ 
wedge-shaped. 

25: (new) The axle assembly of claim 22, wherein the follow assembly further 
comprises a barrel rotatably received by the lever actuator, the baixel eccentrically 
disposed within the lever actuator such that the cam axially displaces the follower 
assembly in response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 

26. (new) The axle assembly of claim 20, wherein the first spring is disposed 
between the tubular body and the first expander element, the first spring configured to 
bias the first expander element away from tbe tubular body. 

• mm *. — — wmmmm m • **» « • •> • • ■ m i a a ■ • .* iwi • m m • *m mm » * • • lum a«a* »••*»«■ »t •> . » a* • m mmm- mm a ■ a mm * » t mi •>*»» ■ mm •*> vihwiwiih * ■ • • •««•* •*•* ■* . » * **mm ■• * «■ » h < * i 

27. (new) The axle assembly of claim 26, wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body. 


»•*_■■■ a a ■ ■ * ■ ■ • » 
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28. (new) The axle assembly of claim 22, wherein the follower assembly further 
comprises a linking member operably connecting the cam to the first expander element. 

. 29. (new) The axle assembly of claim 28, wherein the follower assembly further 

* • 

comprises a barrel rotatably received by the lever actuator, the barrel eccentrically 
disposed within the lever actuator so as to axialjy displace the follower assembly in 
response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 

» 

30. (new) The axle assembly of claim 29, wherein the first spring is disposed 
between the tubular body and the first expander element, the spring configured to bias the 
first expander element away from the tubular body. 

■ 

3 1 . (new) The axle assembly of claim 30, wherein the tubular body includes a 

« 

j plurality of open-ended slots disposed at one of the first and second ends of the tubular 

body. 

32. (new) The axle assembly of claim 22, wherein the follower assembly further 
. . . comprises..a secon&expander elementdisposed.proximgte.the Qther of the. first, and 

second ends of the tubular body, the second expander element tipposably displaceable 
relative to the first expander element and shaped to radially deform the other of the first 
and second ends of the tubular body in response to. axial displacement of the follower 

assembly by the cam, 

■ ■' 

33. (new) The axle assembly of claim 32, wherein the follower assembly further 
1 . comprises a barrel rotatably received by the lever actuator, the barrel eccentrically 

■ * ■ 

- ~ - - disposed jwithmihejey^ 

j response to pivoting of the lever actuator. 

i 

34. (new) The axle assembly of claim 32 further comprising a second spring 
disposed between the tubular body and the second expander element, the second spring 
configured to bias the second expander element away from the tubular body. 

» 
■ 

* • 
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35: (new) The axle assembly of claim 34, wherein the tubular body includes a 
plurality of open-ended slots disposed at the other of the first and second ends of the 
tubular body. 

36. (new) The axle assembly of claim 35, wherein the tubular body farther. 

♦ ♦ 

includes an extension tab protruding from one of the first and second ends of the tubular 

■ ■ 

body, the extension tab disposed proximate the lever actuator so as to be engageable 
thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of a first and second direction* 


* * * » 


37. (new) The axle assembly of claim 27, wherein the tubular body further 
includes an extension tab protruding from one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body, the extension tab disposed proximate the lever actuator so as to be engageable 
thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of the first and second direction. 

* ■ 

' ■ » m m . 

. • ■■ ■ - 

38. (new) The axle assembly of claim 3 1, wherein the tubular body further 
includes an extension tab protruding from one of the first and second ends of the tubular 
body,, .the extension tab..disposed.pipwiale the lever actuator _sq as to be engageable 
thereby to rotate the tubular body in one of a first and second direction. 


■ i * . ■ 


• • ii > a 


■ — ■■ -♦ -i — » 


I ■ • M * * M I I ■ 


n i m • i i » * *m a> * • * • * mm > t ■ ■ • M « •> ■ • 
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